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Verum ita Rifores, ita commendare dicaces 
Conveniet Satyros, ita vertere feria ludo, 

Ne, quicunque Deus, quicunque abbibebitur Heros, 
Regali con/peffus in auro nuper &F oftro, 

Migret in obfcuras hamili fermone Tabernas. Hor. 





Man, who has lived but half as long in 
the World as I have done, cannot avoid 
= having a great many melancholy Reflec - 
tions, on feeing Things of the moft /z- 
rious and folemn Nature turned into Ri- 
dicule. This Method of Writing was 
firft introduced by Cervantes in Spain, and Rabelais 
in France ; from whence it was brought into England 
by King Caries I. at his Reftoration; where it im- 
mediately grew into Credit from thatAntipathy, which 
the People had conceived againft the fanatical Purity 
and Starchnefs of the former Reign. Ever fince that 
Time it has continued to encreafe amongf us, and is 
now grown to fuch an Excefs; that the graveft Subjects 
are frequently treated in this light and ludicrous Man- 
ner ; of which I could give a Multitude of Inftances ; 
but I believe it will be fufficient to mention only two 
Books lately publifh’d ; namely, Captain Ga/liver’s 
Voyages, and An Enguiry into the Reafons of the Con- 
dué of Great-Britain, &c. the /af of which feems to 
be a fervile Imitation of the other, as That is of the 
French or yar Author before-mention’d, and might 
be better entitled Don Quixote in Politicks; the Re- 
fictions of Pantagruel on the prefent State of Affairs + 
or, Gulliver turn’d State/man. - 
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It is evident to every Reader of the meaneft Capaci- 
ty, that the Author of this curious Piece proceeds on 
the Model of thofe Writers, and that his Defign is to 
ridicule State/men and political Matters in the fame 
Manner that Cervantes expofes Books of Chivalry, or 
Captain Gu/liver the Writings of Travellers, by pub- 
lifhing a Colieétion of the moft palpable Fa//boods, Ab- 
Jurdities, and Contradiions, in a grave and ferious 
Manner, with the fame folemn Grimace and repeated 
Profeffions of Truth and Simplicity. 

But I muft obferve, that this Mock-Enquirer is not 
only guilty of very unfeaforable and indecent Mirth, 
by turn'ng to Jeit Things of the higheft Concern, but 
is alfo fomewhat unhappy in his Imitation of thofe 
great Mafters ; for tho’ the Account which he gives of 
publick Affairs is full as romantick and incredible as the 
Adventures, which They relate ; yet he falls infinitely 
below them in Diétion and manner of Writing ; which 
in Them is elegant and majeftick 3 whereas in this Au- 
thor the Stile is manifeftly as indige/ted and ungramma- 
tical, asthe Tenour of his Book is fabulous and im- 
probable; but perhaps This may be done on purpofe, 
in order to make the Banter the ftronger. 

Indeed we may, in fome Meafure, impute this Hu- 
mour, of turning feriousThings into ridicule, to fome of 
our late theatrical Entertainments ; for I cannot help 
thinking that the great Encouragement, which has 
been given, for fome Years paft, to the wonderful 
Conceits of Scaramauch and H arlequin, has embolden’d 
feveral Perfons, and efpecially this Author, to repre- 
fent the great Affairs of Princes and Kingdoms in the 
fame jocofe and farcical Manner. 

What Succefs this Piece may meet with in an Age 
and Nation, which is too apt to be pleafed with fuch 
fanciful Produétions, I know not; but it cannot be 
expected that a Man of my Years fhould approve of 
it, in any Degree ; for, on the contrary, Iam aftonifh- 
ed that any Perfon fhould prefume to publifh - Pr 
istcal, 
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litical Drollery, and make the moft important Affairs 
of Europe, which feems to be juft on the Brink of a 
bloody and expenfive War, the Subject of pudlick 
Mirth and Exntertainmen’. 

It is not improbable that fome Perfon, who has more 
Leifure, or a better Opinion of this Piece than I have, 
may think it worth his while to examine the Tendency 
of it ina ferious Manner. For my Part, I think it 
deferves only Contempt and Ridicule; and I can make 
no doubt that every impartial Man in Great Britain 
will look on it in the fame Light ; but as it is not my 
Cuftom to condemn any Book, however fale or ab- 
Jurd, without fome Reafon, I think it proper to make 
the following Obfervations on this Treatife. 

The Author feems impatient to let us into his De- 
fign ; which I think fufliciently explains itfelf in the 
very firft Page, where he tells us, * that Curio/ty it- 
= us, the loweft Principle of all our Exguiries, will 
* force its way into fuch a Scene, and will expect or 
“* invent fome Account of fo furprifing a Change, from 
*© a Calm hardly | gpm! by any pa? Profpef.” 

For my Part, never efteemed the natural Curio- 
ity of Mankind to be fo /ow a Principle, as is here 
reprefented ; but I can eafily believe that this Author 
is a€tuated by fome Sigher Principle, as he feems to 
intimate himfelf juft below; where he fays, that 
this Principle grows /romger, when it is join’d to 
Self-intereft, and becomes a perfonal and national Con- 
cern; which I take to be the Cafe of the Exguirer, 
whatever it may be of the Enquiry; for I readily un- 
derftand how this Affair may be a perfonal Concern to 
the Author; and I think it ought to become a natio- 
nal Concern to defeat his End.—But to proceed. 

A Parallel to a Calm is manifeftly a Solecifm in 
Language ; and a past Pro/pe is juft as proper as a 
FuTURE Retrofpe@ ; both which are what we ufually 
call Abfurdities ; but as Queftions go farther in con- 
vincing fome Perfons than the ftrongelt Arguments, s 
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muft beg leave to enquire of this Enquirer how he 
thinks any Prelate would like the past pro/peé of a 
better BisHoprick. 

As to the Duke de Ripper/a, if what is faid of hint 
be true, I am heartily glad that he is out of Power, 
and fecured in the Caitle of Segovia; tho’ I prefume 
it will be thought fomewhat incredible that a Man, 
who has difcovered fuch a rawk, perfonal Malignancy 
againft his Majefty, fhould have the Confidence to fly 
for Refuge, when in Difgrace, to his Maijefty’s Am- 
baflador, or to think that Great Britain would en- 
danger a Rupture with the Kingdom of Spain, only 
to proteét fuch an inveterate Enemy from their Re« 
fentment. 

In Page 33, we find Su/picions, or fomething ftrong- 
er than Su/picions, built upon Appearances of another 
Su/picion ; which feveral Su/picioni, to the Number of 
about feven or eight, are at length made to amount to 
a Certainty. 

Indeed, we are told that Ripperda did, upon a cer- 
tain Occafion, declare in Converfation a fecret, offenfive 
Treaty; which onght to be look’d on asa private Pro- 
clamation of a fecret Treaty ; 

Having thus fettled it as a Certainty that there is a 
declared, fecret, offenfive Alliance between the Em- 
peror and the King of Spain, he propofes, in the next 
Place, to give us fome Light into the Nature of it, 
and tells us, that when he has done This—LZet them 
that be blind, be blind fill; which Expreffion is 
look’d upon, by fome of his Friends, as a little too 
open, by difcovering the little Ule, which his Book will 
be of, unlefs his Readers refolve to continue d/ind 
fill. 

But above all, commend me to thofe two quick- 
fcented Cu/ffom-Hou/e Officers in Ireland; who, upon 
fearching three Ruffian Ships, driven in thither by 
Strefs of Weather, found all the Symptoms of Enmit 
to his Majeffy. I would humbly recommend thefe 
Gentle- 
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Gentlemen to better Employments ; fince They may 
be of great Ufe to any Miniffers, by their excellent 
Talent at difcovering Ships that are di/affeéted, and 
finding out all the Symptoms of Enmity in Veffels, that 
have falfe Bottoms. This puts me in mind of a Piece 
of an old Billad, which celebrates the fame ufeful 
Quality in that renowned Prince King Yames I. 


For louder and louder, 

Quoth the King I jmell Powder, 

And down he went into the Cellar; 
And the King was an excellent Smelier. 


In the fame Page we are told, concerning thefe 
three Ships, “* that*when they were fafe in Spain, it 
«¢ was given out by ome of the greateft Men in the 
«© Court of Rufia, and written by another great Man 
from his Mouth to another at Stockholm, in order to 
influence the Szvedes, &c” which puts me in mind 
of another Scrap of Poetry in the Turtle and Spar- 
row, to the fame Purpofe. 


« 


w-“4 


‘ 
« 


_ 


Sometimes, forfooth, upon the Brock, 
I kept a Mi/s. An boneft Rook 

Told it a Snipe s who to/d a Stear 5 
Who told it Thofe, who told it her. 


I am furprized that this Author fhould complain 
(as he does in more than one Place) of the extrava- 
gant Manner, in which the Duke de Ripperda was 
honour'd and aggrandi~ed by the King of Spain; be- 
caufe I had always fuch a Refpeét for Men in high 
Stations, that I thought a prime Minifler, who ferved 
his Mafter honeftly, however he might behave to- 
wards foreign Courts, could not be loaded with Ho- 
nours and Riches, and Grandeur in too extravagant a 
Manner. 

In 
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In another Place, {peaking of the fame great Man, 
he fays, Who can we believe, if not a prime Mini- 
fter? Which, applied to Men of fuch Eminence, 
ought certainly to hold true; but as it relates to One, 
of whom this Author has given fuch .an infamous 
Charaéter, it feems not altogether conclufive ; for we 
may reafonably expeét as much Veracity ina private 
Country Gentleman, as in fuch a prime Minifter. 

I fhall take no Notice of his pleafant Argument for 
paying our Debts, by plunging farther in Debt; be- 
caufe this Method of Reafoning has been advanced be- 
fore, in another Book, written in the fame Spirit, and 
requires no farther Obfervations, than what have been 
already made upon it. 

But I cannot negle& to obferve, with how much 
Fafe and Dexterity he has made Dom Carlos the great- 
eft Prince upon Earth ; who, by marrying the eldeft 
Arch-Dutchefs, may poflibly come to be Emperor 5 
may be King of France; and may be King of Spain ; 
which is fomewhat like a We/ch Lady of my Acquain- 
tance, who, if an Unkle, three Brothers, and two Cou- 
fins happen to die, may be a confiderable Fortune. 

I make no Doubt that the Pretender, according to 
Cuftom, is very aétive at this critical Conjunéture, 
and will fet all Meafures on Foot, which he thinks 
will facilitate his Defigns ; but I am forry to fee this 
Affair treated in fo /udicrows a Manner by the Au- 
thor of the Enquiry ; for, by founding it on a Num- 
ber of Suppofitions and Conjeftures, he makes it look 
like Serud’s Plot in the Stratagem, who concludes 
thirdly and lafily, it muft be a Pilot, becaufe I don’t 
know what to make of it. 

D, C. 





Monday, 











